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 The following figures and tables provide a brief review of assessment production through 
the SEDAR program. Information is based on assessments underway through June 2014. 
SEDAR benchmark and standard assessment projects are sequentially numbered through time; 
the program is now at project 42 which will address Gulf of Mexico red grouper during 2014 and 
2015. SEDAR update assessments are not assigned project numbers.  

 Count values presented here are based on individual stocks assessed, not SEDAR 
projects. Individual numbered SEDAR projects assess between 1 and 5 stocks. The program has 
provided 101 stock assessments addressing 59 different stocks through 42 projects since its 
inception in 2002.   

 Not surprisingly given the relatively recent implementation of SEDAR and the many 
stocks managed by the agencies in the Southeastern US, most (78%) of the assessments 
conducted so far are benchmarks. However, recent years show increasing use of standard and 
update assessments. Potential impediments to further use of standard and update assessments 
include implementing new monitoring and data programs, technical issues that often arise with 
first time assessments, migration to the Stock Synthesis package for Gulf of Mexico stocks and, 
importantly, the lack of any workload management incentive to the Cooperators for selecting 
non-benchmark categories.  

 Assigning SEDAR projects to a calendar year is not straightforward. Timing of particular 
projects does not always correspond to a calendar year. Some participants in the process 
associate assessment with the year they begin, some with the year they conclude, and still others 
with the terminal data year. For most of the information here, the year presented is based on 
SEDAR project scheduling and reflects the year when most of the work was conducted (i.e., 
when workshops were held). Recently, even this is subject to debate amongst participants as 
projects overlap calendar years. Since the age of an assessment is increasingly important and 
used as a performance measure in other programs, terminal data year is used to assign 
assessments to a year for calculating actual assessment age.  

 Assessment ages range from 1 to 10 years, with 87% 5 years old or less. Of the seven 
stocks older than age 5, 3 are scheduled for assessment in 2015. The remainders include several 
shark stocks with significant data issues and South Atlantic Greater Amberjack, a stock of age 8 
which is neither overfished nor overfishing and has been bumped from the schedule numerous 
times. Efforts which failed to produce approved stock assessments, as is the case for numerous 
Caribbean stocks assessed in the earlier stages of the program, are not included in this age 
summary. Also omitted are initial shark assessments applied to species complexes.  
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Figure 1. Annual number of stocks assessed through SEDAR for each Cooperator. 

 

 

Table 1. Stocks assessed by Cooperator and Project Year 

   COOPERATOR    

YEAR  ASMFC  CFMC  GMFMC  GSMFC  HMS  SA/GM  SAFMC  TOTAL 

2002  1  1 

2003  2  1  2  5 

2004  1  3  2  6 

2005  2  3  1  1  7 

2006  2  5  2  9 

2007  3  5  1  3  12 

2008  1  2  3 

2009  1  3  1  1  6 

2010  2  3  4  2  1  12 

2011  3  2  1  2  8 

2012  1  2  3  1  4  11 

2013  1  2  1  2  4  10 

2014  1  2  2  3  3  11 

TOTAL  7  11  21  2  19  13  28  101 

 

SA/GM includes stocks managed jointly by SAFMC and GMFMC.  
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Figure 2. SEDAR stocks assessed by year and assessment type. 

 

 

Figure 3. Count of SEDAR assessments by terminal data age.
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SEDAR Assessment History. Year entries refer to terminal year of data used in the assessment. Current age is years between 2014 
and terminal year. Assess Count is the total times assessed through SEDAR. 

Assess 
Count 

Current 
Age  Stock  Coop.  2013  2012  2011  2010  2009  2008  2007  2006  2005  2004  2003  2002  2001 

2  1  Black Grouper  SG  B  B 

2  5  Goliath grouper  SG  B  B 

2  2  Hogfish  SG  B  B 

3  1  King Mack  SG  B  B  B 

2  2  mutton snapper  SG  U  B 

2  4  spiny lobster  SG  U  B 

2  4  yellowtail snapper  SG  U  B 

1  3  blueline tilefish  SA  B 

1  2  cobia  SA  B 

2  2  gag grouper  SA  S  B 

1  1  gray triggerfish  SA  B 

1  8  greater amberjack  SA  B 

1  6  Red Grouper  SA  B 

3  3  Red Porgy  SA  U  U  B 

3  1  red snapper  SA  B  B  B 

4  2  sea bass  SA  U  S  U  B 

2  2  snowy Grouper  SA  S  B 

2  3  Spanish mackerel  SA  B  B 

2  4  Tilefish  SA  S  B 

4  3  Vermilion snapper  SA  U  B  U  B 

2  3  Atl Sharpnose  HM  S  B 

1  9  blacknose A+G  HM  B 

1  5  blacknose ATL  HM  B 

1  5  blacknose ,Gulf  HM  B 

1  10  blacktip, Atlantic  HM  B 

2  3  blacktip, Gulf  HM  S  B 

2  3  bonnethead  HM  S  B 

1  5  dusky shark  HM  B 

1  9  finetooth shark  HM  B 
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1  10 
large coastal 
complex  HM  B 

2  5  sandbar shark  HM  B  B 

1  9  small coastal  HM  B 

1  1 
smooth hound 
atlantic  HM  B 

1  1  smooth hound gulf  HM  B 

2  3  Menhaden  GS  B  B 

1  5   tilefish  GM  B 

1  3  cobia  GM  B 

2  2  gag grouper  GM  B  B 

2  4  gray triggerfish  GM  U  B 

3  2  greater amberjack  GM  B  U  B 

3  1  Red Grouper  GM  B  U  B 

4  1  red snapper  GM  S  B  U  B 

1  3  Spanish mackerel  GM  B 

2  4  Vermilion snapper  GM  U  B 

1  5  yellowedge grouper  GM  B 

1  3  blue tang  C  B 

1  9  mutton snapper  C  B 

1  4  parrotfish  C  B 

1  9  queen conch  C  B 

1  4  queen snapper  C  B 

1  3  queen triggerfish  C  B 

1  1  red hind  C  B 

1  4  silk snapper  C  B 

1  11  spiny lobster  C  B 

1  9  yellowfin grouper  C  B 

1  11  yellowtail   C  B 

1  6  Croaker  AS  B 

3  1  Menhaden  AS  B  U  B 

1  7  Red Drum  AS  B 

Cooperators: SG=SAFMC + GMFMC, SA = SAFMC, HM=HMS Division, GS= GSMFC, GM = GMFMC, C = CFMC, AS = ASMFC 


