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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes 
 

 

CRITERIA FOR ASSIGNING A MINOR BAY CODE 
 
The latest NOAA nautical charts will be used as a standard.  These charts are used because they are 
admissible in a court of law under TPWD Code Section 12.113.  All bays and lakes, passes connecting gulf 
to bays, and rivers that enter directly into the gulf that are designated on these charts will be numbered.  A 
pass is considered to be one mile beyond a pass in the gulf from the point where the bay and pass meet.  
Definitions of passes and rivers will be based on observable landmarks designated on NOAA nautical 
charts.  All rivers and bayous entering a minor bay will be considered a part of the minor bay. 

 

 

MAJOR 
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

GULF OF 
MEXICO 

   

  Non-defined gulf (no longer used) 989 

  Gulf off Sabine Lake less than or equal to 10 miles 998 

  Gulf off Sabine Lake greater than 10 miles 999 

  Gulf off Galveston-Freeport less than or equal to 10 miles 990 

  Gulf off Galveston-Freeport greater than 10 miles 991 

  Gulf off Matagorda-San Antonio less than or equal to 10 miles 992 

  Gulf off Matagorda-San Antonio greater than 10 miles 993 

  Gulf off Aransas-Corpus Christi-upper Laguna Madre less than 
or equal to 10 miles 

994 

  Gulf off Aransas-Corpus Christi-upper Laguna Madre greater 
than 10 miles 

995 

  Gulf off lower Laguna Madre less than or equal to 10 miles 996 

  Gulf off lower Laguna Madre greater than 10 miles 997 

 

 

NOTE:  If party fishes within one nautical mile gulfward of the gulfward end of a bay-to-gulf 

pass, use the pass minor bay code rather than the gulf minor bay code. 

 

NOTE:  Although the gulf-ward mouth of Cedar Bayou is located about 4.5 miles north of 

latitude 28
o
N (the boundary between NMFS statistical zones 19 and 20), the Gulf in this area (i.e., 

up to 5 miles northeast of the gulf-ward mouth of Cedar Bayou) should be considered as part of 

the Gulf off Aransas-Corpus Christi-upper Laguna Madre rather than part of the Gulf off 

Matagorda-San Antonio for creel survey purposes. 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR AREA MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

SABINE LAKE 1   

  Sabine Lake (includes Neches and Sabine Rivers 
downstream from bridges on IH 10) 

700 

  Keith Lake 701 

  Johnson Lake 702 

  Salt Lake 703 

  Fence Lake 704 

  Knight Lake 705 

  Lost Lake 706 

  Cabin Lake 707 

  Clam Lake 708 

  Star Lake 709 

  Sabine Pass (area between bridge on Hwy. 82 to end of 
jetties) 

710 

  Willow Lake 711 

  Barnett Lake 712 

  Mud Lake (High Island area) 713 

  Sabine Lake area (includes saltwater areas behind the gulf 
surfline from junction of Taylor Bayou Outfall Canal and 
ICWW to Hwy. 124 bridge over ICWW at High Island) 

714 

  Shell Lake 715 

  Mud Lake (Sabine Pass area) 716 

  Peters Lake 717 

GALVESTON 
BAY 

 Areas with the designation “Harvest Monitoring only” are 
coded under Major bay code 2 for Harvest Monitoring and 
under 11-Cedar Lakes-for Resource Monitoring. 

 

  Alligator Lake 11 

  Ash Lake 12 

  Bryan Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 42 

  Bastrop Bay (includes Bastrop Bayou downstream from 
junction with Austin Bayou) 

50 

  Burnett Bay 53 

  Black Duck Bay 54 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR 
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

GALVESTON 
BAY 

2 Carancahua Lake 61 

  Cedar Lakes (Harvest Monitoring only) 62 

  Cotton Lake 63 

  Crystal Bay 64 

  Bolivar Roads (area east of a line between the ferry landing on 
Port Bolivar to range marker at the Coast Guard station at 
Fort Point to the end of the jetties) 

91 

  Quintana Channel (area between the ICWW southeast to the 
end of the jetties) (Harvest Monitoring only) 

92 

  Chocolate Bay 100 

  Choctaw Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 101 

  Christmas Bay 110 

  Clear Lake (includes Clear Creek downstream from the bridge 
on Hwy. 3) 

111 

  Crab Lake 123 

  Cox Lake 131 

  Dickinson Bay (includes Dickinson Bayou downstream from 
bridge on Hwy. 146) 

141 

  Dollar Bay 142 

  Drum Bay 144 

  Cow Trap Lakes (Harvest Monitoring only) 145 

  East Bay (also includes all waters from bridge over ICWW at 
High Island to junction of ICWW and East Bay) 

150 

  Freeport Bay Area (includes saltwater areas behind the gulf 
surfline from Drum Pt. to Salt Bayou on the ICWW not 
defined with a minor bay code) (Harvest Monitoring only) 

172 

  Galveston Bay 180 

  Green's Lake 181 

  Hall's Lake (includes Hall's Bayou downstream from the 
bridge on Hwy. 2004) 

191 

  Horseshoe Lake 192 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR 
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

GALVESTON 
BAY  

2 Jones Lake (includes Highland Bayou downstream from the 
railroad bridge that connects Texas City with the GC&SF 
railroad) 

201 

  Jones Lake (Freeport area) (Harvest Monitoring only) 203 

  Lake Como 214 

  Lost Lake 222 

  Lost Bay 225 

  Moses Lake 241 

  McNeal Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 244 

  Mud Lake 245 

  Nicks Lake 253 

  Oyster Lake (near Bastrop Bay) 261 

 
 

Oyster Creek (Harvest Monitoring only) 265 

  Old Brazos River (from end of harbor to junction with 
ICWW) (Harvest Monitoring only) 

266 

  Oyster Lake (Bolivar Peninsula) 267 

  Pelican Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 268 

  Swan Lake (Freeport area) (Harvest Monitoring only) 269 

  Rollover Bay 286 

  Salt Lake 291 

  Swan Lake 311 

  Tabb's Bay 312 

  San Jacinto Bay 318 

  Scott Bay 319 

  Taylor Lake  321 

  Sweetwater Lake 324 

  Trinity Bay (includes Trinity River Delta south of Big Hog 
Bayou) 

330 

  West Bay 350 

  Rollover Pass (area between junction with Rollover Bay and 
the gulf surfline) 

500 

  San Luis Pass (area ½ mile bayward and ½ mile gulfward off 
Vacek Bridge) 

530 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR    
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

GALVESTON 
BAY 

2 San Bernard River (includes all waters downstream from 
the Narrows subdivision to the junction with the gulf) 
(Harvest Monitoring only) 

560 

  Brazos River (includes all waters downstream from the 
Dow Chemical floodgate to the junction with the gulf) 
(Harvest Monitoring only) 

570 

MATAGORDA 
BAY 

3 Areas with the designation "Harvest Monitoring Only" are 
coded under Major Bay Code 3 for Harvest Monitoring 
and under 9 (East Matagorda Bay) for Resource 
Monitoring 

 

  Boggy Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 51 

  Carancahua Bay (downstream from where the Carancahua 
River enters the bay) 

60 

  Matagorda Ship Channel (area from Marker 13 southeast 
to end of jetties) 

98 

  Chocolate Bay 112 

  Crab Lake 121 

  Coon Island Bay 122 

  Cox Bay 140 

  East Matagorda Bay (includes Caney Creek downstream 
from Sargent and also the ICWW from Salt Bayou to 
Caney Creek) (Harvest Monitoring only) 

160 

  Freshwater Lake 171 

  Gottschalk Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 182 

  Kilbride Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 202 

  Keller Bay 210 

  Lavaca Bay (includes Lavaca River below the junction of 
Redfish Bayou and the Lavaca River) 

220 

  Lake Austin (Harvest Monitoring only) 223 

  Live Oak Bay (Harvest Monitoring only) 224 

  McNabb Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 242 

  Mad Island Lake 243 

  Oyster Lake 264 

  Powderhorn Lake 271 

  Pelton Lake (Harvest Monitoring only) 273 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR     
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

MATAGORDA 
BAY 

3 Redfish Lake (Carancahua Bay area) 281 

  Redfish Lake (Lavaca River area) 283 

  Robbins Lake 287 

  Salt Lake 292 

  Swan Lake 316 

  Tres Palacios Bay (includes Tres Palacios River downstream 
from bridge on Hwy. 521) 

320 

  Turtle Bay 340 

  Matagorda Bay 360 

  Venado Lake 371 

  Brown Cedar Cut (area between the two land masses 
southeast to the gulf surfline) (Harvest Monitoring only) 

580 

  Colorado River (includes all waters downstream from 
Selkirk Island to the junction with the gulf) 

590 

  Pass Cavallo (area south of a line between Decros Pt. and 
Saluria Bayou to a line drawn between Marker 13 and the 
Matagorda Light on Matagorda Island) 

620 

SAN 
ANTONIO 
BAY 

4   

  Ayres Bay 30 

  Barroom Bay 52 

  Espiritu Santo Bay 170 

  Guadalupe Bay 190 

  Hynes Bay 200 

  Long Lake (Matagorda Island) 212 

  Lucas Lake 213 

  Long Lake (Guadalupe Delta) 215 

  Mustang Lake 251 

  Mission Lake 252 

  Pringle Lake 272 

  San Antonio Bay 300 

  Shoalwater Bay 301 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR     
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

SAN 
ANTONIO 
BAY 

4 Southpass Lake 302 

  Contee Lake 303 

  Long Lake (Aransas Wildlife Refuge) 304 

  Pats Bay 305 

  Power Lake 306 

  Twin Lakes 307 

  Cedar Lake 308 

  Panther Point Lake 309 

  Swan Lake (Guadalupe Delta) 322 

  Swan Lake (Matagorda Island) 323 

ARANSAS   
BAY 

5   

  Allyns Bight 13 

  Aransas Bay 20 

  Big Brundrett Lake 43 

  Little Brundrett Lake 44 

  Carlos Bay 70 

  Cedar Bayou (area between a line drawn from Cedar Pt. 
southeast to the point of land on Matagorda Island to the 
gulf surfline including Vincents Bayou) 

90 

  Lydia Ann Channel (north of a line between Aransas 
Channel Marker 2 to Range Light on San Jose Island and 
south of a line between ICWW Marker 84 at north end of 
Lydia Ann Island) 

94 

  Aransas Channel (area between Marker 4 in the Aransas 
Channel southeast to a line drawn between the Radio 
Beacon Tower and the range marker on San Jose Island) 

95 

  Copano Bay (includes Aransas River downstream from the 
earthen dam) 

120 

  Dunham Bay 143 

  Long Lake 226 

  Little Bay 227 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR  
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

ARANSAS 
BAY 

5 Mission Bay (includes Mission River downstream from bridge 
on Hwy. 2678) 

240 

  Mesquite Bay 250 

  Port Bay 270 

  Redfish Bay (Aransas Bay system) 280 

  South Bay (all waters inside of a line drawn from where 
Stedman Island and the low bridge connect, along the channel 
by Hog Island to Corpus Christi Bayou thence the Quarantine 
Shore to where the Aransas Shrimp Channel and Lydia Ann 
Channel meet thence along the west shore of the Aransas 
Shrimp Channel to Marker 4 thence along the East Shore of 
the Shrimp Channel and then to the point of Stedman Island 
and the low bridge) 

285 

  Salt Lake 293 

  St. Charles Bay 310 

  Sundown Bay 315 

  Swan Lake (Aransas Bay system) 317 

CORPUS 
CHRISTI 
BAY 

6   

  Port Aransas Pass (area between a line drawn from the range 
marker on San Jose Island to the Radio Beacon Tower to the 
end of the jetties) 

93 

  Corpus Christi Channel (area west of a line between Fina 
Docks and Radio Beacon Tower to Marker 14 on Corpus 
Christi Channel) 

96 

  Corpus Christi Bay 130 

  Nueces Bay 260 

  Oso Bay 263 

  Redfish Bay (area north of a line running from the ICWW at 

the southwest end of the Dagger Island chain, along Dagger 
Island to the southeast tip of South Ransom Island, then due 
East to Harbor Island) 

284 

  Sunset Lake 314 

  Water Exchange Channel (area between junction with Corpus 
Christi Bay and the gulf surfline) 

680 
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DATA ENCODING LISTS Figure 6.  Major Area and Minor Bay Codes (Continued) 
 

 

MAJOR 
AREA 

MAJOR 
AREA 
CODE 

MINOR BAY MINOR 
BAY 

CODE 

UPPER 
LAGUNA 
MADRE 

7   

  Alazan Bay 10 

  Baffin Bay 40 

  Cayo del Grulla 80 

  Laguna Salada 211 

  Upper Laguna Madre 370 

  Packery Channel Pass (area between Hwy. 361 bridge and end 
of jetties) 

670 

  Corpus Christi Pass (area between junction with Upper Laguna 
Madre and the gulf surfline) 

690 

    

LOWER 
LAGUNA 
MADRE 

8   

  Brownsville Ship Channel (area from Marker 30 to Port 
Brownsville Turning Basin) 

41 

  Port Mansfield Channel (area between Marker 12 and end of 
jetties) 

97 

  Brazos Santiago Channel (area between a line drawn from the 
Radio Beacon Tower on South Padre Island due south to 
Brazos Island to the end of the jetties) 

99 

  El Realito Bay 151 

  Lower Laguna Madre (area south of Port Mansfield channel) 230 

  Arroyo Colorado (includes all waters downstream from Port 
Harlingen to the junction with the ICWW) 

262 

  Redfish Bay (includes all water between the Port Mansfield 
Channel and the Land Cut) (For Harvest Monitoring only, this 
area also includes the south-most portion of the Land Cut). 

282 

  San Martin Lake 294 

  South Bay (lower Laguna Madre) 313 

  Rio Grande (includes all water in Texas downstream from the 
International Toll Bridge in Brownsville to the junction with 
the gulf) 

691 

 

 




















































































































































































































































