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A PATTERN OF VERTICAL WHITISH BARS AND ROWS-OF-SPOTS IS 
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Yellow:fin tuna 
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BIGEYE WNA Thunnus obesus 
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ALBACORE Thunnus alalunga 
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Blackfin tuna 
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top:  Atlantic bonito
bottom:  Skipjack



SEX DETERMINATION 

GIANT ATLANTIC 
BLUEFIN TUNA 

"'SPENT OR UNRIPE CIANT TUNA, 
The ovary or teati. on each lide ta 
about 2-ft (600_) long and 2-\-iM 
(60_) wide. and attached on the 
pORterior part of • large maSa of fatty 
ch.u" thet 11 about t\ U1IM!. as long 
and 2\ to 3 time& II wide 81 the gonad . 

I . Conads with connected fat ""'81 of 
unripe female (above) and ",.1" (11.,,1_) . 

2 . Test l a of ... t. (frOli II) cut _.y from 
the he ...... . 

3. Te.tta cro .. -aectlon (_Ie from #1-2) 
wi th no median IUGen and relatively 
smooth internal til • .,e. 

4 . Ovary teon'neticD (f •• lIle fro .. I I) 
with . large and irregular median lumen 
and .lightly granular internal t i".,e. 

"'RIPE GIANT TUNA: 
The ovary Ind testh on e ach lide are much 
larger. with. relatively smaller fat mal. 
than tn 'pant or unripe ghntl and the 
1"""'0 and grandular tt •• .,e of the ovary 
are .ore pronounced . 

5. Ovary of a ripe felllde ~1ant tuna . 

ATUNTI C BLutFIN TUNA PROGRAM 
Sou~hea.t Pi.heriel Center 
NationaL M.rine Filheries Service 
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Figure 2. Tuna, measurements: #1 Tip of upper jaw to fork of tail 
(straight); #2 Anterior insertion of pectoral fin to fork of tail 
(straight) 





Regulations
• YFT and BET 

minimum size: 69 cm 
(27”) curved FL

• No retention limits or 
quotas for BAYS 
tunas (BET, ALB, 
YFT, and SKJ)

• BFT minimum size: 
185 cm (73”) curved
FL  

• Subject to quota 
openings

• Retention limits vary 
by geographic location 
and season
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