Southeast Fisheries Science Center
Pelagic Observer Program

Swordfish Identification and
Sampling Protocol



BILLFISHES OFF THE ATLANTIG U.5.

THESE CHARACTERS ARE FOR FISH LARGER THAN
151020 LBS. (SMALLER BILLFISH MAY DIFFER)
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LONG-BILL SPEARFIEH
Tetraplurus pfivagen

PAIRED CAUDAL KEELS ON EACH SIDE OF TAIL AND PELVIC FINS
PRESENT ON ALL BILLFISH EXCEPT SWORDFISH

OCEAMIC GAMIFISH PROGRAM, SOUTHEAST FISHERIES CENTER MATIOMAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE, sMiAsi, FLA
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Regulations

* Retention subject to quota closures (rare)
e Minimum size:
1) 73 cm (29”) curved CK
2) 119 cm (477) straight LJFL, fish
must be landed with head and tall
attached
3) 33 Ibs dressed weight















Sample Number:

Date of Haul:
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