
Easy to confuse with: write down all observable features!!! 
“Blackfish”  Specially in the head! 
 

 
Pilot whales  

 
False killer whale  

 
Pygmy killer whale  

 
Melonheaded whale 

Robust body Slender body Slender body Long slim body 

20 - 25 ft 16 – 18 ft 8 – 9.5 ft 8.5 – 9 ft 

Bulbous head Tapered head Long, round head Small, triangular head 

Prominent melon Slight melon Slight melon Rounded small melon 

Slight beak No beak No beak No beak 

Black or dark grey 
with pigmentation 

All black Black/dark grey  with 
lighter sides, white lips 

Dark back, lighter belly, lips 
often white 

DF: low, prominent, 
broad-based, 
falcate, forward on 
back 

DF: tall, pointed, very 
falcate, mid-back 

DF: tall, falcate, mid-back DF: tall, falcate, mid-back 



Risso’s Bottlenose Fraser’s Striped Spotted 
(Pantropical) 

Spotted 
(Atlantic) 

Spinner Clymene Commom 

Size 
(feet) 

10 – 12.5 2 – 3.5 6 – 7.5 7 – 8.5 5 – 8.5 7 – 7.5 6 – 7 6 – 6.5 7.5 - 8.5 

Body 
shape 

Robust Robust Small, 
stocky 

Slender Slender 
 

Robust Slender Robust Slender 

Head  Blunt Robust Slender Slender Slender Slender Slender Slender Slender  

Melon Squared Round Round Round Round Round Round Round Round 

Beak No Short, well 
defined 

Very 
short, 
well 
defined 

Moderatel
y long 

Long, white-
tipped 

Long, 
white-
tipped 

Very long Moderate 
long, black 
lips 
(“mustach
e”) 

Long 

Color  Dark/light 
grey, very 
scarred 
(almost 
white) 

Homogeno
us dark to 
light grey 

Distinct 
dark  
and pale 
lateral 
stripe 
from 
eye to 
anus  

Black thin 
stripes 
from eye 
to flipper 
and to 
anus 

Bicolor, dark 
cape on back 
from head to 
peduncle, 

“Homoge
nous”, 
variable 
spotting 
(more in 
adults), 
pale 
blaze 

Tricolor, 
dark grey 
on back, 
lighter on 
side, 
white to 
pink belly 

Tricolor, 
dark grey 
on back, 
lighter on 
side, white 
to pink 
belly 
 

V-shapped 
saddle, tan 
to yellow 
patch on 
side 

DF Very tall, 
slender, 
falcate 

Tall, 
falcate, 
broad-
based 

Small, 
triangul
ar to 
falcate 

Tall, dark, 
falcate 

Tall, slender, 
falcate 

Tall, dark, 
falcate 

Tall, 
falcate, 
triangular 

Tall, dark, 
falcate 

Tall, falcate 

Easy to confuse with: write down all observable features!!! 
Dolphins: all have DF located mid-back / variations of grey (+ white and pink) in color 
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