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F/V DOCNUM 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, STATE ZIPCODE 
 
 
RE: Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer Permit Regulations Effective August 7, 2014 

If you require a translation of this information in another language, please contact (727) 824-5305. 
~ Si necesita una traducción de esta información en español, por favor contacte al (727) 824-5305. ~ 
~ Nếu bạn cần một bản dịch của thông tin này trong tiếng Việt, xin vui lòng gọi số (727) 824-5305. ~ 

 
Dear Vessel Permit Holder: 
 
You have been identified as a vessel permit holder that may be affected by new regulations that will be 
effective on August 7, 2014.  A summary of upcoming changes is included below and documents are 
enclosed that explain these changes in greater detail. 

The Science and Research Director of the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) is responsible for 
monitoring fisheries for federally regulated species in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic. Changes have 
been made federal regulations at 50 CFR Part 622 (See Federal Register Vol 79, No 68, April 9, 2014) which 
consolidate into one permit those current dealer permits required for purchasing fish regulated under eight 
different Fishery Management Plans (FMPs) in the Gulf of Mexico and the South Atlantic waters (“Gulf and 
South Atlantic Dealer” permit). A portion of these changes involve federal vessel-dealer interactions.   

What vessel permits are affected?  Federal vessels harvesting those fish which are regulated by any of the 
eight FMPs listed on the enclosed document are affected. 

What will change?   
  As of August 7, 2014:  

1. Federal vessels harvesting these species from Federal or adjacent state waters may sell or transfer only 
to a federal dealer with a valid “Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer” (GSAD) permit. 

2. Vessels will be asked to provide the Vessel Trip Report (VTR) number from their federal logbook to 
the dealer at the time of sale, in addition to other trip and catch information. 

3. Vessel permit holders who have not previously been required to sell these managed species to 
federally permitted dealers will now be required to sell only to federal dealers with a valid GSAD 
permit.   

a. For example, federally permitted vessels may sell Coastal Migratory Pelagic (CMP) species 
harvested from state waters or the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) or Gulf red drum 
harvested from state waters only to a federal dealer with this permit. 

4. Dealers who do not have a valid GSAD permit cannot purchase these federally managed species from 
federally permitted vessels.  

5. Vessels with commercial or charter vessel/headboat permits for CMP species (bag limit and under the 
bag limit) and commercial spiny lobster permits harvested in Federal or adjoining state waters are 
required to sell only to a dealer with a valid GSAD permit. 
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http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/documents/pdfs/dealer_reporting_final_rule.pdf�


 
What would not change? 

1. Frequency of vessel logbook reporting, where required, remains the same. 
2. Requirements dictated by other FMPs would not change. For example, HMS vessel requirements 

under 50 CFR Part 635 remain unchanged. 
3. IFQ requirements have not changed from this rulemaking. 
4. For complete information, refer to the regulations governing the species being landed.  See 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/policy_branch/ for useful links. 
 
These data are critical for the management of federally regulated species.  Your cooperation in complying with 
these regulations will improve the completeness and timeliness of purchase information which may reduce 
overages/underages of landings to annual catch limits set for monitored fisheries.   

If you have additional questions, please contact any of the following: 

• Regulatory Questions: Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division (727) 824-5305 
• Permitting Questions: Southeast Regional Office, Permits Division (877) 376-4877 
• Reporting Questions: Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 305/361-4581; sefsc.logbook@noaa.gov.  

 

 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Bonnie Ponwith Ph.D 
Science and Research Director 
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Detailed Information for Vessels on Electronic Dealer Reporting 
 
 
NOAA Fisheries has consolidated current permits required for dealers purchasing species managed by the 
fishery management plans (FMPs) listed below into a single permit, the “Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer” 
(GSAD) permit.  Vessels harvesting these species may only sell to dealers maintaining a valid GSAD permit.  
These changes will be effective starting August 7, 2014.   This information may also be found on several of 
NMFS Webpages, including: 

• SERO’s Webpage regarding the amendment:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/index.html;  

• SEFSC’s Webpage on Dealer Reporting Requirements:  
http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/fisheries/dealers.htm; 

• and in the Federal Register, Vol 79, No 68, April 9, 2014:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/documents/pdfs/
dealer_reporting_final_rule.pdf 

 
 
Vessels and Dealers Affected: 
 A new, single dealer permit (Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit) has been established that will be required 
for purchasing species managed in the FMPs listed below from federal vessels. 
 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Plans 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Golden Crab Fishery of the South Atlantic Region 
*Shrimp Fishery of the South Atlantic Region  --  *South Atlantic rock shrimp only 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic 
Spiny Lobster of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic 
 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Plans  
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Red Drum Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico 
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
Spiny Lobster of the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic 
 
Atlantic Fishery Management Plans 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Dolphin and Wahoo Fishery off the Atlantic States 
 
 
Effective on August 7, 2014, federally managed species managed by these FMPs harvested aboard a federally 
permitted vessel can only be sold or transferred to a dealer with a valid GSAD permit. 

 

 

What makes a Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer permit “valid”?  
• A dealer currently has an active federal dealer permit for any of the FMPs listed above, as required by 

the above management plans (before August 7, 2014), or a GSAD permit (as of August 7, 2014); and 
• Beginning August 7, 2014, all reports have been submitted and received by NOAA Fisheries for each 

period that the permit is active.  
o A dealer is only authorized to receive the specified federally managed species if the dealer’s 

previous reports have been submitted and received by NOAA Fisheries.  Delinquent reports 
will automatically result in Gulf and South Atlantic dealers becoming ineligible to receive fish 
from federally permitted vessels, regardless of any notification by NOAA Fisheries. 

o Dealers will be required to report, unless otherwise stated, weekly (most fisheries) or daily (gill 
net King Mackerel fishery off the southwest of Florida, when open). 
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Additional Information needed  ~from Federal Vessel Captains ~to Dealers for each trip 

• The Vessel Trip Report (VTR) number from the federal vessel reporting logbooks (See picture below) 
o ‘VTR’ on Coastal Fisheries Trip Report form (Changing to “SE VTR” in 2015); and  
o ‘Schedule Number’ on the Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Trip Report form (Changing to 

“HMS VTR” in 2015) 
• Vessel name, USCG documentation number and/or state registration of vessel (to which the Federal 

fishing permit is issued) 
• Sail/start date of the trip 
• Gear used for each species 
• Area of harvest for each species 

 

 
 
For a complete list of information provided by dealers in reporting, see the Federal Register, Vol 79, No 68, 
April 9, 2014:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/documents/pdfs/dealer_r
eporting_final_rule.pdf.  
 
 
Information needed  ~from Federal Dealers  ~to Vessel Captains for Logbook Forms   

• Name of the dealer the catch was sold  
• Federal permit number of the dealer (number issued by the SERO Permit Office, St Petersburg, 

Florida) 
• Trip ticket number 

 
 
Other Regulations affecting Vessels (interpreted from/per the Federal Register for this amendment) 

1. Charter/headboat vessels in the Gulf of Mexico that also possess a commercial permit for Coastal 
Migratory Pelagic species (CMP) are allowed to sell CMP species (including bag limit caught CMP) 
harvested in Federal or adjoining state waters but only to a dealer with valid GSAD permit. 

2. Vessels with a commercial king or Spanish mackerel permit are allowed to exceed the bag limit of 
king or Spanish mackerel harvested in federal or adjoining state waters, and are allowed to sell only to 
a dealer with a valid GSAD permit. 

3. Vessels with Federal commercial permits for spiny lobster, including the Federal tail-separation 
permit, are allowed to sell  spiny lobster that are harvested in Federal or adjoining state waters only to 
a dealer with a valid GSAD permit (please note that this does not apply to Florida fishermen as they do 
not need a federal permit to harvest spiny lobster). 

4. Unless specified otherwise, a person is limited to a single bag limit for a trip lasting longer than one 
calendar day.  This is to clarify the regulations regarding how the bag limit is determined for private 
recreational vessels when a trip exceeds 1 day. This reflects the original intent of the Councils. 
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