
Shrimply Fun!

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
Galveston Laboratory
4700 Avenue U
Galveston, TX 77551-5997

The Shrimp Fishery in the
Gulf of Mexico:

Activity and Coloring Book

Copies of this coloring book can be downloaded at:
http://galveston.ssp.nmfs.gov/kidstuff/index.html



by

JJoo AA.. WWiilllliiaammss

SSHHRRIIMMPPLLYY FFUUNN!!
TThhee SShhrriimmpp FFiisshheerryy iinn tthhee

GGuullff ooff MMeexxiiccoo

AAccttiivviittyy aanndd CCoolloorriinngg BBooookk

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Galveston Laboratory
4700 Avenue U

Galveston, TX 77551-5997



Note From the Author
This coloring and activity book is meant for children of all ages.  Some puzzles
may be too difficult for younger children, but they can still enjoy coloring the
pictures.  Older children (and adults) who may think that they have outgrown
coloring can still learn a lot about the Gulf of Mexico shrimp fishery by reading
the text.

I would like to extend special thanks to the following people who assisted in the
preparation and review of this booklet: Jake Indelicato, Katy Denton, Becky
Benoit and Jim Nance.



HHooww IItt AAllll BBeeggaann!!
Many people like to eat shrimp, but they do not think about where they come from.

People have been catching shrimp to eat for hundreds of years.

At first, they used cast nets and haul seines to catch shrimp. Cast nets are large round

nets that are thrown or cast out into the water. Haul seines are large nets that are

pulled through the water by two or more men. These nets had to be used in shallow

water near the shore. Most of the shrimp that were caught were sold fresh, canned or

dried.

HHaauull SSeeiinnee

CCaasstt NNeett

TThhee GGuullff ooff MMeexxiiccoo SShhrriimmpp FFiisshheerryy



Twin
Trawl

Quad
Rig

In the early 1900’s, men began using large nets, called “otter trawls” that were pulled

from the back of a boat. Engine powered boats allowed the fishermen to travel further

away from the shore and into deeper waters where they could catch different kinds of

shrimp that were not found in the shallow water near the beach.

There are many different kinds of shrimp in the world, but fishermen in the

southeastern United States catch mostly Brown Shrimp, White Shrimp or Pink Shrimp.

The shrimp fishermen work very hard to catch the shrimp. By using ice or freezers on

their boats to keep the shrimp catch fresh, they can stay at sea for many weeks at a

time. They can pull up to four nets on their boats and often work throughout the day

and night, so that we can have fresh shrimp to eat!

SShhrriimmpp BBooaatt PPuulllliinngg 44 OOtttteerr TTrraawwllss



FFiisshhiinngg FFaasshhiioonnss!!
Sam the Shrimp Fisherman has to get dressed for work. He has to

pick out the clothes that will protect him and help him do his job.

Can you circle the items that he needs and put an "X" through the

ones that he doesn't? Do you know why he needs to wear this

clothing?

AANNSSWWEERR::1.SlickerSuit-keepshimdrywhilehandlingthewetnetandcatchonthe

deck-alsowhenworkingintherain.2.Lifejacket-helpshimfloatifhefalls

overboard!3.RubberBoots-keepshisfeetdryandhelpshimstandontheslippery,

wetdeck.4.RubberGloves-protectshishandsfromcrabclawsandfishspineswhenhe

issortingthecatch.5.LifePreserver-helpshimfloatifhefallsoverboard!
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CCoonnnneecctt tthhee DDoottss!!
Connect the dots to draw an important piece of equipment that every fisherman

needs to carry on their boat!
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11.. 22..

33.. 44..

55.. 66..

TTwwiinn TTrraawwllss!!
Which two shrimp are exactly alike?

AANNSSWWEERR::Number2andNumber5.
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Bag

TED Opening

Turtle Excluder Device

(TED)

BRD Opening

Enlarged View

Bycatch

Reduction

Device

(BRD)

TTuurrttllee EExxcclluuddeerr DDeevviicceess

((ccaalllleedd TTEEDDss ffoorr sshhoorrtt))

are metal bars or a piece of net

that are sewn into the shrimp

net. The TED is installed at an

angle leading upward or

downward to an escape opening.

Small animals, such as shrimp,

slip through the bars and are

caught in the bag end of the net.

Large animals, such as sea turtles and

sharks, are stopped by the bars and

can escape through the opening.

BByyccaattcchh RReedduuccttiioonn

DDeevviicceess ((BBRRDDss ffoorr

sshhoorrtt)) allow fish to

escape.

TThhee GGrreeaatt EEssccaappee!!
Shrimp fisherman often catch animals besides shrimp in their nets.
These animals that they do not want to catch are called ""bbyyccaattcchh"".
The fisherman use 2 escape hatches in their nets to let sea turtles

and fish swim out of the net so that they won't be caught.



EENNDD
(turtle)

TED
opening

EENNDD

(shrimp)

Bag

SSTTAARRTT

See if you can help the

turtle find its way to

the TED opening.

Can you catch a

shrimp in the bag of

the net too?

AA--MMaazziinngg GGeeaarr!!



Word Search
Can you find all the words in the list below?  They can be found in straight lines
running forward, backward, up, down or diagonally.

N R L S D H A T C H A B I T A T
A I B B O N A M F G O A K L Y F
U O L O O F S H R I M P L V E D
P H M A R S H K I P G D I E W S
L W E T L G I P K C O D E N D E
I O T T E R T R A W L L K O K L
U L R U I K T R F O A T U R O I
S W H I T E S F D R D B E O P V
E N R U B B E R B O O T S P F I
S M G G P A B C G R B R O W N N
J U V E N I L E X L Y R D S H G
G U L F O F M E X I C O Y K A T
L F N B K I L X S A A E B T C A
O G I S D T E P R O T O Z O E A
V R E P O R D A E H C N E T Q D
E X T I C K L E R C H A I N E G

Word List:

BYCATCH
TED
OTTER TRAWL
NET
DOOR
BOAT
BRD
HABITAT

RUBBER BOOTS
HEADROPE
SHRIMP
BROWN
PINK
WHITE
MARSH
GULF OF MEXICO

COD END
GLOVE
NAUPLIUS
PROTOZOEA
TICKLER CHAIN
JUVENILE



WWhhaatt''ss ffoorr DDiinnnneerr??
We've learned about the life cycle of the shrimp, how they are caught, now all that's left

is to learn how they make it to the table so that they can be eaten. Trace the path that

the shrimp follows from the boat to your plate!

The shrimp are

stored on ice or in a

freezer below the

deck of the boat

SSttaarrtt HHeerree!!

11.. The net is

emptied on the

back deck of the

boat and the

shrimp are sorted

from the other

animals that were

caught in the net.

At the dock, the

shrimp are purchased

by a dealer who

removes the head

and sorts them by

size.

The dealer

sells the

shrimp to a

processor

who can

cook, freeze,

or can the

shrimp.

The shrimp are

purchased at the grocery

store or restaurant and

eaten!

22

55

44

33
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