
BLUEFIN TUNA OTOLITH REMOVAL 
 

 

 
1.  Locate posterior end of eye (A) and 
rear edge of preoperculum (B).  Mark a 
vertical line half the distance between 
points A and B.   
 
2.  Along this line, saw through head in a 
vertical cut.  Pull pieces apart and 
discard piece B.   
 
3.  Otoliths are centrally located in two 
bilateral cavities, along the outer edge of 
the cavity.  Using forceps, gently extract 
otoliths.    
  

 
     Cross section too far forward, missed otoliths               Correctly sectioned, otoliths present 
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