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July 29, 2014 
 
 

 SERO Dealer Num 
 DEALER NAME 
 STREET ADDRESS  
 CITY, STATE   ZIPCODE 
 
RE: Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer Permit Regulations Effective August 7, 2014 

If you require a translation of this information in another language, please contact (727) 824-5305. 
~ Si necesita una traducción de esta información en español, por favor contacte al (727) 824-5305. ~ 
~ Nếu bạn cần một bản dịch của thông tin này trong tiếng Việt, xin vui lòng gọi số (727) 824-5305. ~ 

 
Dear Seafood Dealer: 

You have been identified as a dealer that may be affected by new regulations that will be effective on August 
7, 2014.  Below is a summary of upcoming changes that will affect dealer permit requirements and reporting.  
Please find documents enclosed that explain these changes in greater detail.   
 
The Science and Research Director of the Southeast Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) is responsible for 
monitoring fisheries for federally regulated species in the Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic.  Changes have 
been made to federal regulations at 50 CFR Part 622 (See Federal Register Vol 79, No 68, April 9, 2014; 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/documents/pdfs/dealer_r
eporting_final_rule.pdf). The most notable changes involve consolidating dealer permits for receiving fish 
managed under eight different fishery management plans (FMPs), and modifying reporting procedures for 
those dealers.  
 
What dealers are affected?  Dealers purchasing from Federal vessels those fish which are regulated by any of 
the eight FMPs listed on the enclosed documents are affected. 
 
What will change?   
  As of August 7, 2014:  

1. Species managed by these FMPs harvested aboard a federally permitted vessel may be sold or 
transferred to any dealer with a “Gulf and South Atlantic dealer” (GSAD) permit.    

2. To receive these species from federal vessels, a dealer must have a valid GSAD permit. 
3. Dealers with a GSAD permit must report all landings first received for a commercial purpose for each 

period electronically. 
4. Some dealers who have not been previously reporting electronically will now have electronic reporting 

requirements. 
5. Dealers familiar with reporting will experience a change in reporting frequency and in the information 

being collected.  
a. Electronic reporting weekly (most fisheries) or daily (one King Mackerel fishery) , unless 

stated otherwise, through the electronic trip ticket system; 
b. Additional information from the vessel will be needed.  

6. Reports must be received for all  periods of an active GSAD permit for the permit to be valid and a 
dealer to be: 

a. Authorized to receive federally managed species from federally permitted vessels; and 
b. Eligible for GSAD permit renewal. 

7. SEFSC is transitioning to an email notification system. Please contact the Fisheries Monitoring Branch 
to set up your email address at sefsc.logbook@noaa.gov. or fill out a Change of Information form with 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
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75 Virginia Beach Drive 
Miami, FL 33149 
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SERO (727/824-5326; 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/operations_management_information_services/constituency_services_branc
h/permits/permit_apps/index.html) 

 
What will not change? 

1. Requirements dictated by other FMPs will not change.  For example, HMS reporting requirements 
under 50 CFR Part 635 would remain unchanged. 

2. IFQ reporting requirements remain unchanged by this rulemaking (Note that IFQ landings must be 
reported to both IFQ system and through the electronic trip ticket system). 

3. For complete information, refer to the regulations governing the species being landed.  See 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/policy_branch/ for useful links. 

 
These data are critical for the management of federally regulated species.  Your cooperation in complying with 
these regulations will improve the completeness and timeliness of landings information which may reduce 
overages/underages of annual catch limits set for monitored fisheries.  A high level of compliance with these 
regulations, particularly timeliness of electronic reporting, is being requested of by the SEFSC, SERO, and 
NOAA Office of Law Enforcement (OLE).  You are responsible for the successful entry and delivery of your 
business’ data (landings or no activity information) by specified reporting deadlines.  Please be aware that if 
your company does not comply with these requirements by the submission deadline, your firm is potentially 
subject to sanctions.   

If you have additional questions, please contact: 

 
Regulatory Questions:  Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division (727) 824-5305 

Permitting Questions: Southeast Regional Office, Permits Division (877) 376-4877 

Reporting Questions: Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 305/361-4581or email: sefsc.logbook@noaa.gov. 
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Detailed Information for Electronic Dealer Reporting 

 
NOAA Fisheries is modifying the current permitting and reporting requirements for seafood dealers in the 
Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic.  The most notable changes involve how and when dealer reports must be 
submitted and that mackerel dealers will now be required to have a “Gulf and South Atlantic dealer” (GSAD) 
permit.  These changes will be effective starting August 7, 2014.  Information may be found on several of 
NMFS Webpages, including: 

• SERO’s Webpage regarding the amendment:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/index.html;  

• SEFSC’s Webpage on Dealer Reporting Requirements:  
http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov/fisheries/dealers.htm; 

• and in the Federal Register, Vol 79, No 68, April 9, 2014:  
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/documents/pdfs/
dealer_reporting_final_rule.pdf 

 
Dealers Affected: 
A new, single dealer permit called the Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit (GSAD) has been established 
that will be required for purchasing species managed in the fishery management plans (FMPs) listed below 
from federal vessels. 

 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Plans 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Golden Crab Fishery of the South Atlantic Region 
*Shrimp Fishery of the South Atlantic Region   
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South Atlantic 
Spiny Lobster of the Gulf of Mexico and South 
Atlantic 
*South Atlantic rock shrimp only 
 
 
 

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Plans  
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Red Drum Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico 
Reef Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico 
Spiny Lobster of the Gulf of Mexico and South 
Atlantic 
 
Atlantic Fishery Management Plans 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic Resources 
Dolphin and Wahoo Fishery off the Atlantic 
States 

Effective on August 7, 2014, federally managed species managed by these FMPs that are harvested aboard a 
federally permitted vessel can only be sold or transferred to any dealer with a GSAD permit. 

 

When is the permit needed?  
Dealers that currently do have a dealer permit for any of the FMPs listed above may continue to use their 
existing dealer permit until their existing permit(s) expire.  Dealers with existing permits required by these 
FMPs will be considered GSAD permit holders on August 7, 2014.  These dealers will be required to report 
landings for this permit as of August 7, 2014.   

Dealers that currently do not have a valid federal dealer permit for any Gulf or South Atlantic fisheries in the 
FMPs listed above must submit an application for this permit to the SERO Permits Department 
(http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/operations_management_information_services/constituency_services_branch/permi
ts/permit_apps/index.html).  Note that the GSAD permit is not effective until August 7, 2014. 

  
Reports Required: 
Reports of all fish received during a defined period (See “Reporting Frequency” below) are required to be 
submitted electronically.  If no receipts are made during a period, then a “Negative Report” must be submitted.  
If an anticipated length of inactivity is expected, the reporting system may allow “Negative Reports” to be 
submitted up to 90 days in advance.   Please note that only those purchases from a fisherman are to be 
reported; do not report purchases/receipts made from other dealers or imported fish. 
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Reporting Frequency: 
Reports are to be submitted electronically, unless otherwise notified, once per week for most fisheries 
(excluding one King Mackerel fishery, described below).  The reporting week is defined as beginning at 12:01 
a.m., local time, on Sunday and ending at 11:59 p.m., local time, the following Saturday.  The electronic 
reports are due by 11:59 p.m., local time, the Tuesday following a reporting week. 

The King Mackerel exception requires daily reporting for those dealers receiving king mackerel landed by the 
gillnet sector for the Gulf of Mexico, West Coast Florida Southern Sub-Zone.  Reports of these 
purchases/receipts within this sector, which includes king mackerel caught off Monroe and Collier counties 
during the open Gillnet season, will be required by 6:00 a.m. eastern time for the previous day’s activities.  If 
no receipts of king mackerel are made in a given day and a dealer is active in this fishery, then a “Negative 
Report” should be submitted in the same manner.  For more information regarding this fishery, contact the 
Sustainable Fisheries Division at 727-824-5305 or visit 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/cmp/index.html.   

 

What makes a Gulf and South Atlantic Dealer (GSAD) permit “valid”? 
As of August 7, 2014, failure to submit a report will automatically result in the GSAD permit to become  
invalid, making the dealer ineligible to receive fish from federally permitted vessels regardless of any 
notification by NOAA Fisheries.  A dealer will only be authorized to receive the specified federally managed 
species if the dealer’s previous reports have been submitted and received by NOAA Fisheries.  In addition, the 
permit office will be unable to renew an invalid GSAD permit due to deficiencies in reporting requirements.  
Not submitting a required dealer report is a violation which may result in penalties.  
 
You are responsible for the successful entry and delivery of your business’ data (purchase/receipts or no 
activity information) by specified reporting deadlines.  If your company does not comply with these 
requirements by the submission deadline, your firm is potentially subject to sanctions.   

 

Methods of reporting electronically: 
Currently two reporting systems are approved by the SEFSC to fulfill dealer reporting requirements: the state’s 
Dealer Electronic Trip Ticket system; and the South Atlantic Fisheries Information System (SAFIS).  
 
1) State Trip Ticket software has been developed for all states in the southeast region by Bluefin Data LLC.  
This system is available for most dealers from North Carolina to Texas.  An account for access can be gained 
by contacting either the state in which the business is located or by contacting by Bluefin Data LLC.  
 
2) Web-based reporting through the SAFIS system is a second option available primarily to dealers from 
Georgia and South Carolina and also available to dealers in Maine to Virginia.  SAFIS was developed and is 
maintained by the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics Program (ACCSP).  Dealers with reporting 
requirements in these states will need to contact their state or ACCSP to establish an account for reporting 
through the SAFIS system. 
 
Contact numbers for establishing electronic reporting: 
NC Division of Marine Fisheries:  Alan Bianchi or Grace Kemp (252) 726-7021 
SC Department of Natural Resources:  Amy Dukes (843) 953-9365 
GA Department of Natural Resources:  Julie Califf (912) 264-7218 
FL Fish and Wildlife Research Institute:  Steve Brown (727) 896-8626 
AL Marine Resources Division:  Nicole Shaffer (251) 968-9706 
MS Department of Marine Resources:  Darrin Stewart (228) 374-5000    
LA Department of Wildlife and Fisheries:  Vince Cefalu (225) 765-2376 
TX Parks and Wildlife Department:  Cindy Bohannon (281) 534-0117;  
  Justin Esslinger (361) 729-2328 
ACCSP http://www.accsp.org/ 
BLUEFIN DATA LLC http://bluefindata.com/; Claude Petersen (225) 744-0807 
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Information Required with Landings Reports: 
Federal dealers must report landings of all species landed once per week, unless otherwise specified.  All 
required state trip ticket information is also required for federal reports on all fish and shellfish received. Some 
additional information will be required from vessel captains (in bold below).  Information required includes: 
 
• Trip ticket number (included automatically by software) 
• Dealer name, federal permit number, state dealer license number (entered by dealer during account set-up)  
• Vessel name, USCG documentation number and/or state registration (may be established as a “Favorite” 
within some programs) 
• VTR# from the vessel logbook form (information retrieved from vessel captain; See picture below) 
• Date sailed/Start date (information retrieved from vessel captain) 
• Date of landing (date the vessel unloaded) 
• Date of purchase 
• Species, Quantity landed, Type of quantity (lbs. bushels, etc.), Size (small, large) 
• Price per unit ($) landed weight  
• Condition (e.g., gutted, headed, core) 
• Disposition (food, bait, pet food or reduction) 
• Port and state of landing  
• Gear used (information retrieved from vessel captain) 
• Area fished (information retrieved from vessel captain) 
 

 
Need for Action: 
This action will improve the completeness and timeliness of landings information.  The current reporting 
frequency may result in landings significantly less or greater than the annual catch limits.  Underages leave 
fish unharvested.  Overages may trigger management measures, which have the potential to result in 
significant disruption in fishing behavior and reductions in revenue and profit for fishermen.  Overages may 
also affect the ability of stocks to rebuild when overfished and may lead to overfishing conditions. 

 

For More Information: 
Electronic copies of the amendment and rule may be obtained from the NOAA Fisheries Web site 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_sa/generic/2013/dealer_reporting/index.html. For more 
information on the revised dealer requirements, refer to the Frequently Asked Questions on this site.   
 

Regulatory Questions:  Southeast Regional Office, Sustainable Fisheries Division (727) 824-5305. 

Permitting Questions: Southeast Regional Office, Permits Division (877) 376-4877. 

Reporting Questions: Southeast Fisheries Science Center, 305/361-4581or email: sefsc.logbook@noaa.gov. 
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