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BACKGROUND

The commercial catch report is a vital component of assessing the health of commercial fisheries
in the U.S. Virgin Islands, as well as fisheries globally. The more information the commercial
catch report contains, the more management decisions can be made accurately and to the benefit
of the fishery.

The information recorded on catch report forms will differ according to region, targeted
fisheries, and the involvement by resource managers. It is important to gather all the necessary
information without making the form too complicated for fishers.

The objective of this report is to document the different catch report forms used by commercial
fishers in the U.S. Virgin Islands over the years. This information can be used to determine
which type of catch report form is most effective at collecting important catch data. In addition,
it will facilitate the task of harmonizing existing non-uniform commercial catch data files.

METHODOLOGY

Sources of Information — There were two main information sources for the commercial catch
report form used in the USVI1 for fishing years 1974/75 to 2004/05.

1. Commercial Catch Report Data Files — As part of the organization of old catch
reports, all available catch reports for the U.S. Virgin Islands from 1974/75 to
2004/05 are in the process of either being: (1) entered and proofed, (2) re-proofed, or
(3) re-entered and re-proofed.

2. Commercial Catch Report Forms — In addition to data files, as
part of the organization of old catch report files, blank catch report forms were
identified and compiled from 1974/75 to 2004/05 for both the St. Thomas/St.
John and St. Croix districts.

Comparison of Commercial Catch Report Forms — The above sources of data were examined and
reviewed. The catch report forms were compared to commercial catch report hard copies for
each year. For those years that the compilation contained more than one catch report form, the
hard copies were used to determine which form was actually used for that fishing year. All of the
information identified was compiled by fishing year and district (see Table 1).

RESULTS

All available catch report forms were collected and consolidated into Appendices A through T.
There were basically two types of catch reports: short and long forms. The short catch report
form organized fish into categories according to the type of gear used, including nets, pots and
hooks. The long catch report form organized fish by species groups such as grouper, snapper,
grunt, etc.



The short forms were mainly used in the 1970s, 1980s and into the mid 1990s. Long catch report
forms were introduced in the mid 1990s.

The original commercial catch report form (see Appendix A) attempted to separate species
groups by breaking down potfish, hookfish, etc. into two categories: “snapper/grouper” and “all
others.” This form also included fish prices. The fish price column was later removed in
1990/91.

The form that separated snapper and grouper from other catch (see Appendix A) was used for a
number of years in the 1970s and 80s. For some of these years, it was used in combination with
Form B (see Appendix B), which only separated fish by gear type. Six fishing years used both of
these catch report forms (1978/79 and 1987/88 in St. Croix, 1981/82 in St. Thomas/St. John, and
1982/83, 1983/84 and 1984/85 for both islands).

The early 1990s also used a combination of the short forms. Form C (see Appendix C)
incorporated species groups, while Form D (see Appendix D) did not. In 1992/93, St. Croix used
both of these forms.

A number of revisions were made to the short catch report form in 1991/92 and 1992/93. Pot
fishers were asked to record the number of pots hauled each fishing day. Monthly forms were
produced with the month and year already printed on them and a baitfish column was added. The
conch and whelk columns were also modified; “Ibs of meat” was added to both.

Long forms were introduced in 1995/96 for St. Croix (see Appendix H) and 1997/98 for St.
Thomas/St. John (see Appendix K). However, only a small percentage of commercial fishers
were using the long forms during both of these fishing years. For St. Croix, only 11% of fishers
were using the new long form in 1995/96. This number is based on the estimate of 180 total
licensed fishers for that year (Holt and Uwate 2004). For St. Thomas/St. John, 18% of fishers
were using the new long form in 1998/99. This number is based on the estimate of 153 total
licensed fishers for that year (Holt and Uwate 2004).

Two additional fishing years (1996/97 for St. Croix and 1998/99 for St. Thomas/St. John) used
both the long and short forms. On St. Croix in 1996/97, 72% of fishers were using the long
commercial catch report form. This number is on the estimate of 212 total licensed fishers for
that year (Holt and Uwate 2004). 65% of fishers in St. Thomas/St. John were using the long
form in 1998/99. This number is based on the estimate of 186 total licensed fishers for that year
(Holt and Uwate 2004).

DISCUSSION

Based on the above information, the Division of Fish and Wildlife has used several different
commercial catch report forms during the past 30 years. Some of these forms included fish price
information, but only divided the catch by the gear type used. However, other forms divided the



catch more specifically by fish type but did not include price information. The forms are
basically the same, but modifications have been made as needed.

According to Barshinger (1992), snapper and grouper were separated because they were targeted
more heavily than other species. However, the catch report form was recombined in 1992/93
when too many fishers were incorrectly dividing their catch into these categories.

The baitfish fishery was of particular concern in the early 1990s, so the baitfish column was
added to help assess its health (Barshinger 1992).

Barshinger (1992) also explained that potfishers were asked to record the number of pots hauled
in order to get a more accurate estimate of fishing efforts. It is unclear why other fishers weren’t
also asked to record their gear numbers (hooks, nets, etc).

The Annual Summary Report for 1993/94 asked for revisions to the catch report form in order to
collect more detailed information (Meyers 1994). Meyers suggested information such as gear
quantity, time spent fishing and catch divided by species groups would allow for better catch
data, which in turn would allow for better management. The catch per unit of effort (CPUE)
would be more accurate based on the additional information.

The long catch report form was first introduced in St. Croix during the 1994/95 fishing year, and
in St. Thomas/St. John during the 1997/98 fishing year. However, the Division of Fish and
Wildlife’s data files do not contain any long forms for St. Croix in 1994/95. The long forms
were used in a two year test period by a small group of fishers on a volunteer basis to obtain their
opinions of the form (Tobias 2000). The test period was also used to determine the
reasonableness of asking the fishers for the information, given their time constraints and ability
to accurately identify species groups (B. Kojis, Personal communication).

The long form was not simultaneously introduced in both fishing districts in part because of
continued concerns expressed by both Fishery Advisory Committee (FAC) members and
commercial fishers (B. Kojis, personal communication). However, the long forms became the
standard commercial catch report forms in 1997/98 in St. Croix and in 1999/00 in St. Thomas/St.
John.

The current commercial catch report form is updated and revised as management deems
necessary.
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Table 1. Comparison of Commercial Catch Report Forms Used in
St. Thomas/St. John and St. Croix, 1974/75 to 2004/05

Fishing Year | St. Thomas/St. John St. Croix
74175
75/76
16/77
77/78
78/79
79/80
80/81
81/82
82/83
83/84
84/85
85/86
86/87
87/88
88/89
89/90
90/91
91/92
92/93
93/94
94/95
95/96
96/97
97/98
98/99
99/00
00/01
01/02
02/03
03/04
04/05
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Appendix A. Commercial Catch Report Form A

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 74/75, 75/76, 76/77, 77/78, 79/80, 80/81, 81/82, 82/83, 83/84, 84/85
Years in Use, STX: 74/75, 75/76, 76/77, 77/78, 78/79, 79/80, 80/81, 81/82, 82/83, 83/84, 84/85, 87/88

?ONTHLY SUMMARY OF CATCH STATISTICS
T LICY B

ISLAND

FOR . l9g NO. OF LELPERS

POT FISH NET FISH HOOK FISH SPEAR/GUN FISH LOBSTER OTHER KINDS

Snapper | ALL Snapper| ALl Snapper | All Snapper | AlL By By . Conch, Whelk,
ay iGrouper | Others Grouper Others | Grouper | Others |Grouper | Others POt Hand Octopus ,Squid

hrea

Clam, Oysters
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Appendix B. Commercial Catch Report Form B

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 78/79, 81/82, 82/83, 83/84, 84/85, 85/86, 86/87, 87/88, 88/89, 89/90
Years in Use, STX: 78/79, 82/83, 83/84, 84/85, 85/86, 86/87, 87/88, 88/89, 89/90

NAME ' MONTHLY SUMMARY OF CATCH STATISTICS
LICENSE FOR __, 198 NO. OF HELPERS _ N
ISLAND

W

POT FISH NET FISH HOOK FISH SPEAR/GUN FISH LOBSTER CONCH WHELK OTHER KINDS
—— w5 o I B I RS
Jay Pot Hand Ary
1Bs | § LBS | § ILBS | § LBS $ s [s | LBs| § LBS | § LBS | § LBS | s
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Name

Appendix C. Commercial Catch Report Form C

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 90/91, 91/92
Years in Use, STX: 90/91, 91/92, 92/93

MONTHLY SUMMARY OF CATCH STATISTICS

FOR THE MONTH OF

License No.

No. of helpers

Island

NOTE: ONLY WEIGHT (LBS.) IS NEEDED

’

199

POT FISH

HOOK FISH NET FISH SPEAR/GUN FISH| LOBSTER

CONCH

WHELK

OTHER

NO. POTS| SNAFPFPER
HAULED GROUPER

ALL
OTHER

SNAPPER| ALL |SNAPPER| ALL |SNAPPER| ALL BY BY
GROUPER | OTHER | GROUPER | OTHER | GROUPER | OTHER POT HAND

AREA

W W

TOTALS --




name

island

Appendix D. Commercial Catch Report D

— boat reg. no.

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 92/93

Years in Use, STX: 92/93

COMMERCIALCA HER oRTFOR JULY 1992

buoy colors .

number of helpers used

day of
maonth

POT FISH

lbs

# Pots
hauled

HOOK FISH

Ibs

NET FISH

Ibs

SPEARGUN
FISH

Ibs

LOBSTER
by
DIVING
Ibs

CONCH

1bs of meat

WHELK - BAITFISHY

FRY
Ibs of meat lbs

AREA
FISHED
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Appendix E. Commercial Catch Report Form E

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 93/94
Years in Use, STX: 93/94

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORTFORMFOR  JUJLY 1993

name boat reg. no. number of helpers used

island buoy colors

POT FISH HOOK FISH |NET FISH| SPEARGUN| LOBSTER | LOBSTER —‘ CONCH WHELK BAITFISH/ | AREA FISHED PELAGICS
dayof =" "# Pois FISH by by Ibs of lbsof | FRY .
month " hauled Ibs Ibs Ibs POT DIVING _meat _meat Ibs ' tuna_: dorado*: wahoo

Iy Y —_
= O] - O \-imrn«h-p)l'\)—‘

15
16

17

19
20
21
22

_23 ]
24 ;
25 |
26

27

28

30
31

Division of Fish & Wildlife 93.06.17 * also called dulphinﬁsi: or mahi-mahi

11



ID Number

Name
Home

Appendix F. Commercial Catch Report Form F

Port

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 94/95
Years in Use, STX: 94/95

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1994

Boat reg. no. - Number of helpers used
Buoy co'lors i : Did you fish this month 7 Yes Mo

day of
month

POT F}‘SH

1bs

Pots

- hauled

HOOK FISH
lbs

NET FISH
lbs

SPEARGUN| LOBSTER | LOBSTER |CONCH WHELK | .BAITFISH/ |AREAS FISHED|DID YOU FISH MORE
FISH by by Ibs of Ibs of FRY lbs THAN 3 MILES FROM
lbs POT DIVING meat meat "' SHORE (YES/MNO/BOTI]

Division of Fish and Wildlife, Depariment of Planning and Natural Resources, United States Virgin Islands

12



ID number

Appendix G. Commercial Catch Report Form G

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 95/96
Years in Use, STX: 95/96

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR

JULY 1995

name

boat reg. no. number of helpers used

home port

buoy colors

Did you fish this month? ___ Yes

No

POT FISH
day of # Pots
Ibs

month

HOOK FISH

NET FISH | SPEARGUN
FISH
Ths Ibs

POTLOBSTER | LOBSTER
# Pots by

CONCH
lbs of
meat

BAITFISH/
FRY
Ibs

AREAS FISHED

¥

Hamled

Did you fish more
than 3 miles from
shore (Yes/MNo/Both)

b panled | DIVING

5
¢
Il

_1,__.
= lolo oo o s jwin =

©  Divisics of Fish & Wildlifc 950612 CWB

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate.

(sign & dave)

13




Appendix H. Commercial Catch Report Form H

Years in Use, STX: 95/96

ER 1995

wunmsiLidl LACSR Report NOV

m

81

Hel

o,
Buoy colors

]

Home Port

TYPE OF FISH CAUGHT

no._¥VI-

Boat Reg.

ID No.

Name

h

£

Y

|

|1

Lb

eon |Parrot|Shellfish|Trigger |Angel [Barra|Goat |Mackrl|Pelagic |FAD|Baitfish|Lobster|Conch|Distance
1bs y

o
g

Tt

|_1b | lbs | 1b

1bs

| Area |Hours |Grouper|Snapper|Grunt |Jack |Su

Gear

Dav|Tvpe|No.|Fished|Fished| lbs

|

!

4
S

]

3
4
2
1
1

-]

I attest that the information recorded en this form is true and accurate;

ease gee reverse side of page for explanation of column headings.

(sign and date)

14
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Appendix I. Commercial Catch Report Form |

ime port

POT FISH
1y of # Pots
onth 16 mayleq

HOOK FISH
Ibs

NET FISH
Ibs

boat reg. no.
buoy colors

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 96/97
Years in Use, STX: 96/97

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR

JULY 1996

SPEARGUN
FISH
Ibs

LOBSTER
by
DIVING

number of helpers used

Did you fish this month? ____ Yes

No

CONCH BAITFISHY/
Ibs of FRY
meal Ibs

AREAS FISHED

¥

Did you fish more
than 3 miles from
shore (Yes/No/Both)

o of Fish & Wildifs S6.06 CWE

I attest that the informartion recorded on this form is true and accurate.

15

Y (sign & date)
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ER

Years in Use, STX: 96/97
CunmelLial Latcn Report NOV,

Appendix J. Commercial Catch Report Form J

m

o

Hel

Io.
Buoy colors

h

hi

&

5

1

Home Port

TYPE OF FISH CAUGHT
ish|Trigger |Angel|Barra|Goat |Mackrl|Pelagic |FAD|Baitfish|Lobster|Conch|Distance

I

1
(sign and date)

| 1bs

16

1£

1

VI-

Boat Reg. no.
geon | Parrot | Shel
| 1bs

| 1bs | 1ibs

ID No.
ib | lbs

|

[

| Area |Hours |Grouper|Snapper|Grunt |Jack |Su
i Fi

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate:

ease gee reverse side of page for explanation of column headings

Gear

i
i

&
i1

3
3
4

2
H

Name



Appendix K. Commercial Catch Report Form K

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 97/98
Years in Use, STX: 97/98

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORMFOR  JULY 1997

Ename boatreg.mo. vi-—__ buoycolors — ftotaltrapsinwaler: fishpots —___  lobsterpots —_  no.helpers used

Day | Gear Gear . Area  Hours |Grouper |Snapper |Grunt | Jack [Surgeon |Parrot |Shelfish Trigger iAngel Barra : Goat |Mackrl | offshore |FAD Baitfish Lobster Conch| Whelk | Distance
Type: No. : Fished |Fished| Ibs Ibs Ibs : Ibs Ibs Ibs s Ibs  Ibs i lbs i Ibs Ibs | D/T/W Ibs Ibs Ibs | Ibs | Ibs | from land

97

4 Juny

LT e el A oo

]
=

Received at BFW
=

Division of Fish & Wil 97.06 CWR

1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate. ﬁﬂ

* (sign & date)

17



Appendix L. Commercial Catch Report Form L

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 97/98

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JU LY 1 997

name boat reg. no. buoy colors number of helpers used
total traps in water: fish pots lobster pots Did you fish this month? Yes ___  No ___

POT FISH HOOK FISH | NET FISH | SPEARGUN | POT LOBSTER | LOBSTER | CONCH | WHELK | BAITFISH/ | AREAS FISHED | Did you fish more
hs hs FISH s OIS by Ibsof | Ibsof |FRY than 3 miles from
Ibs ®  Haed | DIVING meat meat Ibs land? (Yes/No/Both)

Division of Fisb & Wildile 97.08 CWE

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate. @J
- (sign & date)

18



4 JuLy

Received at DFW P

Appendix M. Commercial Catch Report Form M

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 98/99
Years in Use, STX: 98/99

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORMFOR  JULY 1998

name boat reg. no. vi= buoycolors —_ totaltraps inwater: fishpots —  lobster pols ——  no.helpers used .
:{Day Gear | Gear | i Grouper | Snapper | Grunt | rgeon | Parrot ; Sheifsh ‘Trigger ' Angel i | FAD! Baitfish ‘Lobster {Conch | Whelk- | Distance
; i lbs_ i lbs i i

21 iType: No. i Fish

Ihs meat | from land |

Divisicn of Fab & Widik 98.06 CWR

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate. @]
* (sign & daie)

19



Appendix N. Commercial Catch Report Form N

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 98/99

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 1998

1ame boat reg. no. buoy colors number of helpers used

total traps in water: fish pots lobster pots Did you fish this month? Yes __  No
POT FISH HOOK FISH | NET FISH | SPEARGUN | POT LOBSTER | LOBSTER ] CONCH | WHELK | BAITFISH/ | AREAS FISHED | Did you fish more

day of # Pols ibs Ibs FISH Ibs # Pots by E Ibs of Ibs of |FRY than 3 miles from
month 165 frueq Ibs Haed | DIVING | meat | memt Ibs land? (Yes/No/Both)

-

PrmmEn s MG e e T attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate. @)
rs (sign & date)

20



4 JUJY 1%

Received at DFW P

Appendix O. Commercial Catch Report Form O

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 1999/2000
Years in Use, STX: 1999/2000

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORMFOR  JULY 1999

name boat reg. N0, VI~ e BUOY COIOMS e tofal trips in water: fishpots ———  l0bStEr POIS e NO.helpers used

[Day Gear Gear Area .Hours [Grouper Snapper Grunt | Jack iSurgeon Parrot |S"ifsh Trigger Porgy Barra | Goat Mackrl | Offshore | FADBaitfish | Lobster [Conch | Whelk | Distance
~Type. No. | Fished Fished| Ibs = Ibs ' fbs | Ibs | Ibs 1 Ibs | UMbs | fbs | Wbs | bs | OT/W 1 gbs ¢ W | 0| from land

t
;
1
f.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

(sign & date) Jra
# [attest that the information recorded on this form is true and

21



Appendix P. Commercial Catch Report Form P

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 00/01
Years in Use, STX: 00/01

initials REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORMFOR  JULY 2000

f'Name e boatreg. N, b.loy colots s mlaltrapsinwater fish pots —_— Iobslerpols ——— no.| halper:uud —

Day | Gnr “Gear | Area “Hours [orouper ‘Snapper (Grurnt “Wish Trigger Porgy Barra Goat Mackil Offshors [FAD Baitfish Lobster CDnntl Whelk | Distance
= hed ' ! ' | s W ;. s b OTWOL o we M from land

. Iatest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate. (g & lazg)

22



3

< JULY 7

]

Received at DFW [

Appendix Q. Commercial Catch Report Form Q

name

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 01/02
Years in Use, STX: 01/02

REVISED COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR ~ JULY 2001

boat reg.no. Vi-

buey colors

total traps In water: fish pots

lobster pots

no. helpers used

o
&

Gear
Type

Gear
No.

Area
Fighed

Hours
Fished

Grouper
ks

Snapper
les

Grunt
lbs

Jack
Ibs

Surgeon
Ibs

Parrot
Ibs

Shellfish
Ibs

Trigger
. lbs

Porgy
Ibs

Barra
Ibs

Goat
Ibs

Mackrl
Ibs

Offshore

omw | FAD

Baitfish
Ibs

Loﬁ}ssrer Conch

Whelk

Distance
from land

wl e |=fon | b w] =

S

=

o

ey

o

o

=

@

Iy

B

[

[
[

[y
e

%

bl

=

[
par]

]
@

(]
)

s
t=1

w

<

1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate.

23

{sign & date)




1 Name:

Appendix R. Commercial Catch Report Form R

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 02/03
Years in Use, STX: 02/03

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM FOR JULY 2002

ID#.: Boat Reg. No. VI- Buoy Colors: Total pots fished: fish pots lobster pots: no. of helpers used:

38

from land
(miles)

bours | grouper | snapper |grunt| jack | surgeon | parrot | shellfish | trigger | porgy | barra | goat | mackerel |baitfish| lobster | conch | whelk | Offshore | FAD | artificial
fished | Ibs | dbs | dbs |bs | Ubs | Ibs | tbs | dbs | Ibs | s [ Ibs | dbs | Ubs | Ibs | meat | lbs | DATW | # | reefd

JULY 20

ole[a[o[wn[alwe]—

1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate (sign & date)

24



Name:

Appendix S. Commercial Catch Report Form S

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 03/04
Years in Use, STX: 03/04

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM

D #:

Boat Reg. No.: VI-

JULY 2003

____ Total Pots Fished: Fish pots

Lobster pots No. of Helpers:

date
fished

gear

type

gear
no.

area
fished

distance
from land

(miles)

grouper | snapper
Ibs Ibs

grunt
Ibs

jack
Ibs

surgeon
Ibs

parrot
Ibs

shellfish
Ibs

trigger
Ibs

porgy
Ibs

barra
Ibs

goat
Ibs

mackerel
Ibs

baitfish
Ibs

lobster
Ibs

conch
meat
Ibs

whelk
in shell
Ibs

pelagic
DITIW

released
D/A &
F/L

FAD
#

artificial
reef #

Col=dion ] i by f e

Initial & date when report received:

I attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate (sign & date)

25




JULY 2004

<

>

RECEIVED AT DFW:

Appendix T. Commercial Catch Report Form T

Years in Use, STT/STJ: 04/05

Years in Use, STX: 04/05

COMMERCIAL CATCH REPORT FORM  JULY 2004

Name: D # Boat Reg. No.: VI- Total Pots Fished: ~ Fish pots Lobster pots No. of Helpers:

date | gear |gear| area |distance|hours| trap |grouper|snapper|grunt| jack |surgeon| parrot |shellfishtrigger] porgy | barra | goat|mackerel) bait | lobster| conch [whelk| pelagic [FAD| Other catch | released
fished|type| no. [fished] from |fished| soak | Ibs Ibs {Ibs| lbs | Ibs Ibs Ibs Ibs | Ibs | Ibs | Ibs| Ibs lbs | Ibs |meat| fbs |D/T/W| No. DiA&

land time Ibs Ibs fish F/L
(miles) (hours) bs | type

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

U

25

26

27

28

29

30

31
Initial & date when report received: 1 attest that the information recorded on this form is true and accurate (sign & date)
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