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University of Miami, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science

Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries

4600 Rickenbacker Causeway, Miami, FL 33149

Office: (305) 361-4209
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ljohnston@rsmas.miami.edu
EDUCATION 

· Ph.D. (in progress), University of Miami Rosenstiel School of Marine and                2005 - present

Atmospheric Science, Division of Marine Biology and Fisheries,

Miami, FL 

Advisors:  Peter Glynn, Margaret Miller (adjunct faculty)                                                                                                                                                                                       

· Certificate in Marine Biology, Florida State University, Department                               2003 – 2004 of Biological Sciences, Tallahassee, FL 

Advisors: Felicia Coleman, William Herndkind

· B.S., University of Florida,  Gainesville, FL                                                                           1997 - 2001

      Major:  Animal Science

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

Graduate Research Assistant                                                                                          Aug. 2005 - present                                    

University of Miami, Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science with NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Miami, FL                            

· Assist with project planning, collection and processing of data, and the development and maintenance of field equipment

· Lab projects: 

· Monitoring of the ESA Threatened coral Acropora palmata and it’s predator Coralliophila abbreviata in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (FKNMS)  

· Mapping of the ESA Threatened coral species A. palmata and A. cervicornis in the FKNMS  

· Assessing recruitment of the sea urchin Diadema antillarum at selected sites in the FKNMS 

· Restoration of a reef grounding site, with emphasis on “re-seeding” using laboratory reared coral larvae 

· Development of molecular markers suitable for population genetic analysis for the corallivorous gastropod Coralliophila abbreviata  

Research assistant                                                                                                    Aug. 2004 – Aug. 2005

University of Miami, Cooperative Institute of Marine and Atmospheric Science with NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service, Miami, FL

· Provided field support for monitoring efforts involving the ESA Threatened coral A. palmata

· Processed samples of Montastraea spp. and Acropora spp. corals for genetic analysis using published microsatellite markers

· Primarily responsible for the development of microsatellite markers for the corallivorous gastropod Coralliophila abbreviata 

Intern                                                                                                                                   May – Aug 2004 National Marine Fisheries Service, Miami, FL      

· Planned and carried out a comparative study on the life-history traits of the corallivorous gastropod Coralliophila abbreviata on three of it’s coral hosts in Key Largo, FL

· Assisted with coral spawning efforts in Key Largo, FL, including the field collection of gametes, larval rearing, settlement, and outplanting of settled coral back onto the reef

PUBLICATIONS/ PRESENTATIONS

Johnston L, Miller MW (2006) Variation in life-history traits of the corallivorous 
gastropod Coralliophila abbreviata on three coral hosts.  Marine Biology DOI
10.1007/s00227-006-0422-1

Johnston L (2005) Life-history of the corallivorous gastropod Coralliophila 
abbreviata on 
three coral hosts.  Oral presentation. Benthic Ecology Meeting, 
Williamsburg, VA 

UNDERSEA QUALIFICAIONS

· University of Miami Scientific Diver (AAUS) 

· 300+ scientific dives (air and NITROX)

· Open water certification- PADI

· NITROX certification- NAUI

· DAN Oxygen Administration

· PADI First Aid

· Red Cross CPR

