 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Section 515 Pre-dissemination Review Documentation and Certification
for an Information Product categorized as an Interpreted Product
I. 
Title of information product: 

Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan

The U.S. Climate Change Science Program Vision for the Program And Highlights of the Scientific Strategic Plan

II. 
Office disseminating information product: 

DOC/NOAA Climate Program

III. 
Contact person:

Mary Glackin, Acting Director for NOAA Climate Program

IV. 
Document how the following standards for utility are met by the information product:

A. 
The content of the information is helpful, beneficial, or serviceable to its intended users, or that information supports the usefulness of other disseminated information by making it more accessible or easier to read, see, understand, obtain, or use.  

The Climate Change Science Program Vision for the Program And Highlights of the Scientific Strategic Plan provides an overview of the Climate Change Science Program  (CCSP) long-term Strategic Plan to guide the research effort. The Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan, spanning more than 300-pages, will guide the coordinated efforts of the 13 agencies participating in the CCSP. The Strategic Plan responds to the President’s direction that climate change research activities be accelerated to provide the best possible scientific information needed for climate-related decisions. The plan reflects a commitment to high quality science, which requires openness to review and critique by the wider scientific and stakeholder communities.

B. 
The data product is disseminated in a manner that allows it to be accessible and understandable to a broad range of users.

Copies of these documents are available through the Climate Change Science Program (CCSP) Office as indicated in the documents themselves as well as the CCSP website.  In addition, these documents will be posted on the www.climatescience.gov website.

V. 
Document how the following standards for integrity are met by the information product:

A. 
All electronic information disseminated by NOAA adheres to the standards set out in Appendix III, "Security of Automated Information Resources," OMB Circular A-130; the Computer Security Act; and the Government Information Systems Reform Act.

As with all electronic information disseminated by NOAA, the Climate Change Science Program Strategic Plan and Climate Change Science Program Vision for the Program And Highlights of the Scientific Strategic Plan document adhere to the referenced standards. 

B. 
Confidentiality of data collected by NOAA is safeguarded under legislation such as the Privacy Act and Titles 13, 15, and 22 of the U.S. Code. 

These documents do not contain census, business, or financial data collected by NOAA.


C. 
Additional protections are provided as appropriate by 50 CFR Part 600, Subpart E, Confidentiality of Statistics of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, NOAA Administrative Order 216-100 – Protection of Confidential Fisheries Statistics.

These documents do not contain fisheries statistics.

VI. 
Document how the following standards for objectivity are met by the information product:

A. 
Data and information sources are properly referenced or identified upon request.

The document contains the following appendices, which properly reference all sources: 

A. Authors, Reviewers, and Workshop Participants

B. References

C. Graphics and Photography Source Information

D. Glossary



E. Acronyms, Abbreviations, and Units

B. 
Interpreted products are produced using methods that are documented in accessible formats by the disseminating office or generally accepted by the relevant scientific and technical communities.

In developing priorities, the CCSP has considered information from many sources, including:

· The analysis and reporting requirements imposed by the Global Change Research Act of 1990 (Public Law 101–606)

· The focus on reducing key scientific uncertainties through the Climate Change Research Initiative of June 2001

· The recommendations in various reports of the National Research Council, including the following key NRC reports:

· Climate Change Science: An Analysis of Some Key Questions, requested by the Administration and published in June 2001

· Global Environmental Change: Research Pathways for the Next Decade, a seminal report published in 1999

· Planning Climate and Global Change Research, requested by the Administration as part of the CCSP strategic plan development, and published in February 2003.

· Climate change assessment reports by the Intergovernmental Panel On Climate Change.

· The annual program plans of the thirteen collaborating CCSP agencies and departments, as documented in the annual series of Our Changing Planet reports.

· The Discussion Draft Strategic Plan published by the CCSP in November 2002.

· The deliberations at the Climate Change Science Workshop in December 2002, which was sponsored by the CCSP and attended by 1,300 climate specialists. 

· The written comments submitted after the December 2002 CCSP workshop.

C. 
NOAA puts its interpreted products in context.

Responding to the President’s direction, the CCSP developed its strategic planning and public review processes to facilitate serving in a “credible fact finder” capacity—providing a source of reliable and useful information to support decisions on global climate change issues.  

D. 
Interpreted products are reviewed.

The program received extensive comments and suggestions during its Climate Science Workshop in December 2002 attended by more than 1,300 scientists and stakeholders, including individuals from 47 states and 36 nations. In the weeks following the workshop, the CCSP also received 270 sets of written public comments, involving nearly 900 pages of text. In addition, the CCSP requested and received a detailed evaluation (released in February 2003) from a special committee of the National Research Council.

E. 
NOAA includes the methods by which interpreted products are created when they are disseminated or makes them available upon request.

The CCSP Strategic Plan is being published after consideration of all of the workshop discussions, the full range of written public review comments received by January 2003, and the NRC review of the discussion draft plan, as well as an extensive internal U.S. Government review process.  All proceedings of the workshop to discuss the draft strategic plan, comments on the plan received at the workshop, written public review comments, and the NRC report are online at www.climatescience.gov.  These sources all contributed to the final draft of the strategic plan as well as comments from all the agencies involved in the program.

VII. 
Influential information, which is expected to have a genuinely clear and substantial impact on major public policy and private sector decisions, must also meet additional standards.  Document how the following standards for influential information are met by the information product: 

The plan will guide the conduct of research activities sponsored or conducted by the U.S. Government. It will be modified as warranted by the emergence of key science findings and important new public questions. Although this plan may be considered "influential," its nature does not invoke many of the standards listed below.

A. 
For influential information disseminated by federal agencies that constitutes assessment of risks to human health, safety or the environment, the OMB Guidelines direct the agencies to adopt or adapt as objectivity standards the principles of the Safe Drinking Water Act Amendments of 1996 (SDWA) respecting risk assessments.  When NOAA performs and disseminates influential risk assessments that are qualitative in nature, it will apply the following two objectivity standards, adapted from the SDWA principles:

1. 
To the degree that the agency action is based on science, NOAA will use (a) the best available science and supporting studies (including peer-reviewed science and supporting studies when available), conducted in accordance with sound and objective scientific practices, and (b) data collected by accepted methods or best available methods.

2. 
NOAA will ensure that disseminated information about risk effects is presented in a comprehensive, informative, and understandable manner.

These documents do not contain information on assessment of risks to human health, safety, or the environment.   However, these documents do establish a strategic plan to determine whether climate change poses risks to human health, safety, and the environment.  For instance, some of the synthesis and assessment products are reports on trends in emissions of ozone-depleting substances, ozone layer recovery, and implications of ultraviolet radiation exposure and climate change.  Studies conducted on these risks will adapt or adopt, as appropriate, the guidelines provided by the SDWA, using the best available science and methods, using standard scientific practices.

B. 
Because NOAA deals largely in scientific information, that information reflects the inherent uncertainty of the scientific process. The concept of statistical variation is inseparable from every phase of the scientific process, from instrumentation to final analysis. Therefore, in assessing information for accuracy, the information is considered accurate if it is within an acceptable degree of imprecision or error appropriate to the particular kind of information at issue and otherwise meets commonly accepted scientific, financial, and statistical standards.

This is a strategic plan and not a document putting forth scientific conclusions.  Focus of the plan will be to reduce uncertainties related to climate change and any uncertainty associated with the research will be clearly identified when the studies outlined in the plan are conducted and published.  This strategic plan reflects a commitment to high quality science, which requires openness to review and critique by the wider scientific and stakeholder communities. The process by which the Plan was drafted incorporates the transparency essential for scientific credibility. The program received extensive comments and suggestions during its Climate Science Workshop in December 2002 attended by more than 1,300 scientists and stakeholders, including individuals from 47 states and 36 nations. In the weeks following the workshop, the CCSP also received 270 sets of written public comments, involving nearly 900 pages of text. In addition, the CCSP requested and received a detailed evaluation (released in February 2003) from a special committee of the National Research Council.

Accuracy will be sought to an acceptable degree of precision or error appropriate to the particular kind of information at issue and will meet commonly accepted scientific standards.
C. 
When third-party information is used, any limitations, assumptions, collection methods, or uncertainties concerning it will be taken into account and disclosed.

All information is properly referenced in the documents, and a glossary of definitions is included as an appendix to prevent any ambiguities in how various terms are used.

D. 
Where confidentiality or other considerations preclude full transparency, then especially rigorous robustness checks will be applied. 

These documents do not contain any confidential information.  This planning process was designed to assure a comprehensive examination of research and observation needs, transparent review by all the international scientific and stakeholder communities, and establishment of defined goals for the research. This document, together with the companion CCSP scientific strategic plan, represents the culmination of the planning and public review process.

I certify that the standards for information quality have been met for this information product.

Signature of Program Director





Date

